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Lolo wants names of staff accused in scrap metal bid 

by Fili Sagapolutele 
Samoa News Correspondent 

Senate President Lolo M. Moliga wants the American Samoa Power Authority (ASPA) to provide the 
name(s) of the Senate staff allegedly involved in the preparation of a bid proposal for the scrap metal 
contract.  The request comes after ASPA attorney Nicole Castro alleged in a letter to Lolo and the 
SSIC this week that one or more staff from the Senate "may have participated in the preparation of 
the bid response for a bidder" for the contract.  The awarding of the scrap metal contract to Hong 
Kong-based Good Year Corporation Ltd., is the focus of a SSIC probe, apparently initiated after a 
joint venture of T&T Recycling and Pacific Enterprise Inc., complained to the Senate about it. 

With a SSIC hearing scheduled for Friday over the scrap metal contract, ASPA has said in a 
statement that it's important to obtain clarification from the Senate to ensure that there are no 
conflicts of interest. In a letter to ASPA Acting Chief Officer on Tuesday, Oct. 16, Lolo said the 
allegation is very serious. He wrote, "If you do not have actual names of the Senate staff you claimed 
to have been involved in the preparation on bid proposals, then I will expect a public apology to be 
made over the radio and printed media disclosing said fact."  "As a person who supposedly should 
be dealing in facts, said statements should not have been made publicly because it unfairly damaged 
the integrity of the Senate," Lolo added.  As for other questions raised in Castro's letter that 
questioned, among other things, the existence of the SSIC and whether the Senate has an ethics 
policy or Senate rules regarding ethical conduct, Lolo said those issues "will be dealt with 
subsequently." 

"However, you ought to direct your counsel (Castro) to practice due diligence and thoroughly conduct 
research prior to making damaging public statements," he told Keyser. One of the questions raised 
by Castro is whether the SSIC has any legal standing now that the 30th Legislature has ended. Lolo 
said yesterday that these types of "mis-statements clearly shows the lack of understanding by certain 
individuals pertaining to Fono policies." He said the 30th Legislature still has two more sessions left 
before the current legislature ends later next year.  Castro also requested copies of SSIC minutes 
and meeting times that led to the issuance of subpoenas to board chairman Fepulea'i Afa Ripley and 
two ASPA officials. 

Copies of Lolo's letter were sent to the governor, all Fono members and ASPA board members and 
ASPA officers. 

Its unclear as to when Lolo or SSIC will respond to these inquiries and requests from Castro, but 
SSIC is set to hold its Friday hearing on the awarding of the scrap metal contract to Good Year Corp. 
Fepulea'i, in a statement issued Oct. 15, by ASPA, said that they would attend the SSIC Friday 
hearing. 

Reach the reporter at fili@samoanews.com. 
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